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Strong mathematical language helps children think, -
reason and solve problems. The EEF research shows > /
that high-quality talk in early years makes
a big difference.
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What The Research Shows

Ta!king About Mat.hs Rich Mathematical At Mkdiastion Small Cl:lang?es Can
Builds Understanding =~ Language Matters Is Key Make A Big Difference
Children who talk about Using precise and varied Responsive, high-quality Everyday opportunities
maths more often develop vocabulary supports interactions help children to talk about maths

stronger number sense deeper thinking and make connections and can have a powerful
and problem-solving skills. lasting learning. explain their thinking. impact on children’s

future success.

How Practitioners Can Help

Use Mathematical = Encourage Children Make Maths Build On What Model And

Language Every Day To Talk And Explain Meaningful Children Know Reinforce Language
Include words like more, Ask open questions Use real-life contexts, Connect new Repeat, rephrase
less, equal, estimate, and value all play and exploration = vocabulary and ideas and use visuals to

pattern, and compare. responses. to bring maths to their existing support
to life. understanding. understanding.
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< '» Strong mathematical language today,
4 stronger mathematicians tomorrow.

@ Find Out More: EEE EYFS Evidence Tool ' https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/

evidence-summaries/early-years-toolkit/



